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(Continued from page 77.) 

The Fourth of July, 1791, was celebrated in the usual 
manner, the main exercises being carried out under the 
auspices of the Society of the Cincinnati. In the morn- 
ing a detachment of militia, including the City Troops, 
escorted the Society to Zion German Luthern Church, 176 
in Fourth Street, where an oration was delivered by 
Eobert Porter, a member of the Cincinnati ; after which 
the customary dinner and other festivities were in- 
dulged in. 177 Early in the next month, on August 4, 
1791, the death of Colonel Michael Byan, 178 a local mili- 
tary celebrity, who was the first officer to instruct the 
militia of the city in the use of arms. The officers of 
the militia, the respective corps of uniformed cavalry, 
artillery and infantry, and the members of the Society 
of the Cincinnati, attended his funeral on the 5 th in- 
stant, 179 The cavalry troops also attended in a body, 
on December 21, 1791, the fmneral of Andrew Bunner, 180 
who was a volunteer in the dragoons of the city, and 
a successful merchant. He died on Monday, December 
19, and was interred in Christ Church burying ground 
on Wednesday. 181 

The customary New Year's reception was held on 
January 3, 1792, pursuant to the following order: — 182 
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" Philadelphia, January 3, 1792. 
"General Orders. 

"By the special Command of His Excellency the 
Governor of this State to me directed, I have to re- 
quest that the Officers of the several Battalions of 
Musquetry, Infantry, Artillery and Cavalry of the City 
and Districts of Philadelphia, will assemble at the 
State House this Day, the 3 d Instant, precisely at two 
o'Clock, duly uniformed, with their Side Arms, then 
to receive Further Orders. 
"Thomas Proctor, Lieut, of the City and Districts." 

The first local celebration of the birthday of the 
illustrious President of the United States occurred in 
1792, and it is interesting to note the elaborate prep- 
arations among the military for the event. No less 
than two notices and official orders issued from the 
office of the City Lieutenant; and on the morning of 
Wednesday, February 22 d , there w;as a large military 
parade; while both Houses of Congress walked in 
Procession to wait on the President . . . . , to con- 
gratulate him on the anniversary of his Birth Day. 183 
The notices and orders for the day follow : — 

"Philadelphia, Feb. 16, 1792. 
Notice. 184 

"The Officers of the Militia Battalions of the City, 
the Northern Liberties and Southern District of Phila- 
delphia, are requested to assemble at the State House 
properly Uniformed, at half past 2 o 'Clock, on Wednes- 
day next, the 22 d Instant. The Volunteer Corps of 
Artillery, Cavalry and Infantry, will Parade at same 
Place at 11 o 'Clock to take Orders for the Firings and 
Exercise of the Day. It is also particularly requested, 
that such Officers of the Army of the United States as 
may be in this City on that Day, will join the Proces- 
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sion of their Fellow Officers and Citizens as above, at 
half past 2 o 'Clock. 

"Thomas Proctor, 185 Lieut. 

of the City and Liberties." 

The following Circular to Commandants was issued 
the same day: — 186 

"Philadelphia, February 16, 1792. 
"Preparatory to the Anniversary of the Birth Day of 

the President of the United States, 

Sir, 

The Officers of the Militia of the City, Liber- 
ties and Districts of Philadelphia, are requested to 
assemble at the State House, at half past two o 'Clock 
on Wednesday next, the 22 d instant, in order to proceed 
in a body to pay their respects to the President of the 
United States, to congratulate him on the Anniversary 
of his Birth Day, and to assure him, that they consider 
the prolongation of his life as a blessing to his country. 

"Lieutenant's Office of the City and Liberties.' ' 

The following Orders accompanied this Circular: — 

1 ' Orders 
"For Wednesday February 22, 1792. 

"The Volunteer Companies of Artillery and In- 
fantry, are to march to Market and Ninth Streets, to 
perform the duties of the day, it being the Anniversary 
of the birth of The President of the United States — 
George Washington. 

' ' The Morning Gun to be fired at the Artillery Park, 
and the Standard of the Union erected on the Congress 
Hall. 

"The Infantry Companies to commence firing at 12 
o'Clock. 

"Captains [Jeremiah] Fisher's, [John] Thomp- 
son's and [John] Morell's [MorrelPs] Artillery dis- 
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charge fifteen rounds from 12 pounders, at 1 o 'Clock; 
after which the front division of Infantry take up the 
line of march and proceed down Market street. 1st. 
Eight videts in front; 2d. The standards of colours. 3d. 
Field Officer of the Day. 4th. The Band of Music. The 
Artillery and flag gun in the center of divisions. The 
rear division of Infantry close the same. Drums, etc. 
in rear of the cannon. 

"In passing the Governor of the State, the Officers 
perform the Marching Salute. The like duty on pass- 
ing the President of the United States. Drums, etc. 
three rolls. The Music re-echoes the favorate tune of 
God bless George Washington. The troops then pro- 
ceed to Front Street, down Front to Chestnut Street, 
thence up said street to Sixth street. When passing 
the Congress, Officers Salute, Drums and Music, as 
before. Two files of Musqueteers attend the musicians, 
while serenading the President an,d heads of depart- 
ments precisely at the hour of 12 o 'Clock, A. M. The 
Bells of Christ Church commence their pealings at the 
same time, and continue with intervals during the day. 

"When the Procession enters the poarch of the 
President's house, 187 15 discharges of canndn are to be 
fired — The third discharge of 15 cannon, to be fired 
when the President is dining; and the evening gun at 
sun setting. — After which the guns are to be housed, 
and the soldiery dismissed. 

"Order of Procession. 

Eight videts advanced in front, 

A division of Infantry, from files abreast; 

when arrived at the President's the division 

opens to the right and left — Eest firelocks — 

Drums, etc. Three roles, etc. 

Field Officer of the Day. 
Standard of the United States 
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The President and Vice-President of the Cincinnati 

The acting Officers of the Cincinnati; by files. 

The Members of the Cincinnati 

The Commissioned Officers of the Continental Army 

The Officers of the Cavalry 

The Field Officers of the Militia 

The Officers of the Artillery. 

The Captains of Militia 

Band of Music. 

Heads of Departments of Civil List. 

The Bead Devision of Infantry ; dress as in front. 

"On returning from the President's the Troops 
march by the left. When arrived at the State House, 
open to the right and left, and rest firelocks. The 
procession passing through the center. 

"Fire Works to be Exhibited in the Evening, in 
Market Street. 



* 



# 



The Eevelle to beat in the Morning. 



"Thomas Proctor, Lieutenant 

of the City and Liberties." 
"February 21, 1792." 

The custom thus brilliajntly inaugurated continued 
to be observed throughout the lifetime of General 
Washington, and ultimately developed into the Na- 
tional Holiday as we know it. 

A unique event occurred the following month, inj 
which Captain Bingham and his fellow officers of the 
Troop participated. About the middle of March [19 th ] 
Ogiheta, otherwise known as Mr. Peter Jaquette, one 
of the principal Sachems of the Oneida Nation of 
Indians, died in Philadelphia, and was buried o(n 
Wednesday, March 21 st . 188 This young chief was edu- 
cated in France, whither he had accompanied M. de la 
Fayette on his return from the United States. On 
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March. 21st the following general invitation ap- 
peared : — 

' ' BSlr 3 This Day the Field Officers, and the several 
Officers of Battalions, of Artillery, Cavalry and In- 
fantry of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia are 
hereby invited to the Funeral of Mr. Peter Jaquette, 
one of the principal Sachems of the Oneida Nation, at 
4 o'clock this Afternoon^ from the Hotel of Mr. Oel- 
lers, 189 in Chestnut Street — His Eemains will be in- 
terred with the Honors of War. 
" March 21, [1792]." 

The funeral proceeded from the hotel to the Presby- 
terian burying-ground in Mulberry [Arch] Street, 
where his remains were interred. "The corpse was 
preceded by a detachment of the Light Injf antry of the 
City, with arms reversed; drums muffled, music play- 
ing a solemn dirge. The corpse was followed by six 
of the Chiefs as mourners, succeeded by all the "War- 
riors now in this city; the reverend Clergy of all de- 
nominations ; Secretary of War, and the Gentlemen 
of the War Department ; Officers of the Federal Army, 
and of the Militia; and a number of Citizens. The 
concourse assembled on this occasion, is supposed to 
have amounted to more than 10,000 persons." 

At this period in the history of the City Militia it 
was the custom for each organization to hold an annual 
election for officers. Accordingly, in. May, 1792, we 
find the following notice : — 190 

"City Cavalby. 

"The gentlemen composing the First Troop, com- 
manded by Colonel Samuel Miles, are requested to 
meet Thursday afternoon [May 10], at Six o'clock, at 
the City Tavern, to elect their officers. 

"The gentlemen forming the Second Troop, com- 
manded by the Hon. William Bingham, are requested 
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to meet in like manner, on Friday afternoon [May 11], 
at the city Tavern. 

"Thomas Proctor, 
"City Lieutenant." 
"May 8, [1792]." 
And again : — 191 

"City Cavalry. 
"The Gentlemen forming the Second Troop, com- 
manded by the Hon. William Bingham, are requested 
to meet this afternoon at 6 o 'Clock, at the City Tavern, 
to elect their Officers. 

"Thomas Rroctor, 
"City Lieutenant." 
"May 11, [1792]. 

There was, however, a slight change in the plans as 
regarded the place of meeting, as we learn from the 
following account of this election : 192 -^The gentlemen 
composing the Volunteer Corps of Horse, of this city, 
lately commanded by the Hon. William Bingham, Esq., 
having met the 11 th inst. [May, 1792] at Mr. Epples 
tavern, in pursuance of a notification from the Lieu- 
tenant of the city and Liberties and a letter from Mr. 
Bingham signifying the incompsatibility of his situa- 
tion with his wishes to accept the honor of a second 
appointment to command the corps being read, the 
members proceeded to an Election of officers, and the 
ballads being taken, the following gentlemen were 
unanimously elected : — 193 

William Jackson, Captain, 
Jacob Cox, 194 First Lieutenant, 
John Melbeck, 195 Second Lieutenant, 
Abraham Singer, Cornet." 

It was during Captain Bingham's administration as 
Troop executive that the sons of many of the most 
prominent families of Philadelphia identified them- 
selves with his command. General Washington had, 
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some time previously, expressed his belief that there 
was need for an additional troop of educated men to 
act as aides-de-camp and couriers for him; and this 
belief, coupled with the distinguished record of the 
commanding officer of the Second Troopi, prompted 
many of the well known young men of the city to 
volunteer for this service, and their names are at this 
time to be found on the rolls. This at once established 
the Troop as one of the crack military organizations 
of the city. 

Chapter VII. 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM JACKSON. 196 

Major William Jackson, distinguished for his Bevo- 
lutionary and civil services and highly regarded as a 
scholar and gentleman, was born in Cumberland, Eng- 
land, on March 9, 1759. His parents died when he 
was quite young, and he was brought to Charleston, 
South Carolina, when he received an excellent educa- 
tion. When but sixteen years of age, in June, 1775, he 
entered the Continental army as a Lieutenant in the 
First South Carolina Eegiment of Infantry, and faith- 
fully served his country during the eight years of the 
contest for independence. His superior education and 
attainments secured for him the esteem and confidence 
of the officers of the Southern army, and Major General 
Lincoln selected him as his aide-de-camp. With that 
brave officer he shared the dangers of the southern cam- 
paign. He was in the expedition against St. Augustine, 
Florida, in 1778, and at the battle of Stone's Ferry, in 
1779. He was commissioned as Captain on October 9, 
1779 ; took part in the attack on Savannah ; and was in 
the siege of Charleston, being frequently under fire; 
became a prisoner of war on the surrender of Fort 
Moultrie on May 12, 1780. He and General Lincoln, 
as prisoners on parole, acted as commissioners for the 

Vol. XLVL— 11 
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exchange of prisoners. He retired from the army on 
January 1, 1781. The same year, when but 22 years 
old, he was appointed Secretary of Legation to France, 
and accompanied the accomplished Colonel Laurens to 
the French court. Here he was actively and usefully 
engaged in the arrangements which were the result of 
the demand for aid made by Colonel Laurens on the 
French King. It is knowfn that among the important 
consequences of that mission was the expedition under 
Count de Grasse and General Rochambeau, by whose 
combined operation with the American army the 
capture of the British forces under Cornwallis was 
effected. 

In< 1782, Captain Jackson was appointed Assistant 
Secretary of War, which office he resigned on October 
30, 1783. In 1784, he is recorded as a private in the 
First Company, Sixth Militia Battalion. After the 
close of the war Major Jackson visited Europe on 
private business, and on his return* took up the study 
of law with William Lewis, of Philadelphia, and was 
admitted to the Bar on June 9, 1788. 

In 1787, when 28 years of age, he was appointed 
Secretary of the Convention which framed the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and signed and certified 
that document. To this highly honorable post he was 
first named by General Washington ; and at the termi- 
nation of the labor of that body of patriots and states- 
men he received a vote of thanks for his services. In 
addition to the official record of the acts of the Con- 
vention Major Jackson preserved full private notes of 
the proceedings and debates, which, at the request of 
General Washington, were not published during his 
lifetime. In 1787, he became a member of the Society 
for Political Inquiries, of which Benjamin Franklin 
was President. 197 After the organization of the Govern- 
ment, President Washington, in 1791, appointed Major 
Jackson as his aide-de-camp and private secretary. 
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He thereafter always enjoyed a large share of the 
President's esteem and confidence. 

On May 24, 1788, when 29 years of age, Major Jack- 
son was elected First Lieutenant, and, on May 11, 1792, 
when 33 years of age, Captain of the Second Troop of 
Light Dragoons of the city of Philadelphia, succeeding 
his future brother-in-law, Captain William Bingham, 
in command of that body. On the same day he was 
appointed Major of the Cavalry Battalion which was 
formed at that time. He retained the captaincy of the 
Troop — until September 2, 1793, when he was succeeded 
by Abraham Singer. On Wednesday, November 11, 
1795, he was married by Bishop White, in Christ 
Church, to Elizabeth (born in Philadelphia, March 27, 
1768; died in Philadelphia, August 5, 1858, aged 90 
years), daughter of Thomas Willing and Anne McCall. 

On January 14, 1796, President Washington ap- 
pointed Major Jackson Surveyor of Customs at the 
port of Philadelphia to succeed General Walter Stew- 
art. This office he held until 1801, when he was re- 
moved by President Jefferson. His conduct in office 
was without reproach. From 1801 to 1815, he edited 
the "Political and Commercial Register." He was an 
active and prominent member of the Society of the 
Cincinnati, and Secretary of the Pennsylvania Society 
from 1785 to 1787 and again from 1800 until his death. 
He was at one time a member of the Hand-in-Hand 
Fire Company of Philadelphia. On August 29, 1814, 
he was Chairman of a meeting of citizens held in Wash- 
ington Hall for the purpose of forming a Military As- 
sociation to act under the direction of the Committee 
of Defence. In 1818 and 1819, his brother officers of 
the Eevolutionary army appointed him their Solicitor 
to Congress to obtain for them an equitable settlement 
of the half -pay for life. 

The talents of Major Jackson as a writer were of a 
superior order, and few men possessed a more exten- 
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sive classical knowledge. "His style was fluent and 
vigorous, and ornamented with the lore of antiquity 
and the richest gems of modern literature." By the 
appointment of his brethren of the Cincinnati he pro- 
nounced an eulogium updn Washington which was 
"admired by all for the beauty and eloquence of the 
composition, for the faithful expression of the feelings 
and sentiments of his associates, and of the gratitude 
and veneration of the whole American people to the 
Father of his Country." In the relations of private 
life Major Jackson had many friends; as a husband 
and a father he was kind, affectionate and exemplary. 
Major Jackson died in Philadelphia on Wednesday, 
December 17, 1828, when almost 70 years of age, leav- 
ing a wife and six children. The Second Troop 
attended his funeral in a body, as did the State Society 
of the Cincinnati. He was buried on Saturday, De- 
cember 20, from his residence, No. 132 Spruce Street, 
interment being in Christ Church burying-ground. His 
son, William, also a member of the Pennsylvania 
Society of the Cincinnati, married Martha, daughter of 
Dr. Thomas C. James. His daughters were Ann Will- 
ing (died February 11, 1876), Caroline Elizabeth (mar- 
ried, October 25, 1830, to Philip Physick), and Mary 
Rigal. 



Chapter VIII. 

MAJOR JACKSON V ADMINISTRATION, 1792-93. 

Major William Jackson officiated as Captain of the 
Second Troop for sixteeln months only, and conse- 
quently his administration was both short and unevent- 
ful. The same day that he attained his captaincy a 
cavalry battalion was formed in the city for the first 
time in the history of the local militia ; of this, the com- 
mander of the First Troop of Philadelphia Light Horse 
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was commissioned as Colonel, and Captain Jackson, of 
the Second Troop, was named as Major. 198 

The sixteenth anniversary of American Indepen- 
dence was celebrated in the city on Wednesday, July 
4 th , 1792. The Second Troop joined in* the ceremonies, 
for which the following remarkable and verbose orders 
were promulgated: — 199 

' * Obdebs. 

"Philadelphia, July 2 d , 1792. 

"Wednesday, the 4 th inst. being the anniversary of 
the Independence of the United States of America, 

' ' The morning gun will be fired at the artillery park 
at the dawn of day, and the standard of the Union 
hoisted. 

' ' The volunteer company of artillery, and the volun- 
teer companies of infantry, and cavalry of the city, 
liberties and districts are to parade at the state-house 
precisely at nine o'clock in the morning, completely 
uniformed and accoutred. 

"The corps being formed, will march to the center 
square 200 of the city, to the left of the artillery park, 
and exercise in battalion, etc. 

16 ' The manceuver performed, the line will take up its 
march down Market to Ninth-street, where the firings 
for the day will be performed, viz. 

i i -^ rj^ i n f an try under the command of the Senior 
officer, will commence the firings at half after twelve 
o'clock, of fifteen rounds. 

i c 2<ny^ The corps of artillery commanded by Captain, 
[George] Hoffner, will discharge 15 rounds from 12 
pounders, at one o'clock. 

"3 dly . The line to form — the flag gun and music in 
the center, whence they will proceed down Market to 
Front-street; and on passing the residence of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and the Governor of the 



166 The Second Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry. 

State, the officers to perform the marching salute, 
drams, etc., etc. 

6 ' The troops to proceed in order to Front street, and 
march up the same to Arch street, hence by Fourth- 
street to Market-street, and by the same to Ninth- 
street ; where having arrived — the infantry to form in 
front of the artillery, and exercise, their firings as 
before. 

"4 thly , The corps of artillery, at half after three 
o 'clock, will fire their second discharge of fifteen rounds 
— and the third discharge of fifteen rounds, half after 
four o 'clock — the evening gun at sun setting. 

"And fireworks 201 at Oeller's hotel, will close the 
celebration of the day, while on the Fourth of July 

THE HEAKTS OF ALL GENUINE ClTIZENS OF THE UNITED 

States will expand with joy and gratitude to the Su- 
preme Being, for the happiness enjoyed by their 
country; their minds will be elevated with the reflec- 
tion that the glorious spirit of freedom which declared 
and accomplished the American Eevolution, has spread 
and is spreading itself thro' a considerable part of 
Europe. 

"That its operation is so irresistible and extensive 
as to afford the bright prospect that a great portion of 
the human race are about to break the fetters of igno- 
rance, which have too long degraded and held them sub- 
servient to the base interests of despotic power. 

"Thomas Procter, Lieut, 
of the City and Liberties. 

"Note. — That in honor of the day, it is expected 
that each commissioned officer of the Militia of the 
City and Districts will appear in uniform." 
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lution the house was occupied successively by General Sir William 
Howe, until 1778; General Benedict Arnold, until July, 1780; and 
Sieur Joan Holker, Consul-General of France. The house was burned 
down in 1780, but was rebuilt by Robert Morris, who occupied it 
until the removal of the seat of the Federal Government from New 
York to Philadelphia, when it became the home of President Washington 
during his administration. President John Adams occupied the same 
house during his administration. The house was subsequently in 1800, 
turned into a hotel by John Francis, who called it the Union Hotel. He 
kept it but two years, when the building was finally torn down. — Scharf 
and Westcott, vol. i, p. 389; vol. ii, pp. 882 and 990, Watson's Annals, 
vol. ii, p. 289. 

188 American Daily Advertiser, March 21, 26, 1792. 

189 Philip Oellers' Hotel was situated on the south side of Chestnut 
Street above Sixth Street, opposite the Arcade, on the site subse- 
quently occupied by the "The Evening Bulletin." It was built in 1780 
as the Episcopal Academy, but was afterwards converted into a hostelry. 
It was destroyed by fire on December 17, 1799, together with [John B.] 
Rickett's Circus or Amphitheatre, which was situated at the south- 
west corner of Sixth and Chestnut Streets (formerly, 1792-95, at the 
southwest corner of 12th and Market Streets, and then known as 
Rickett's Manage and Circus). — Watson's Annals, vol. i, p. 486. In 
1785, Philip Oellers kept the "King of Poland" in Vine Street between 
Fifth and Sixth Streets, ( Watson's Annals, vol. iii, p. 345 ) . He was 
the son of James Oellers (who took the oath of allegiance to the State 
on August 31, 1778; was as innkeeper with hotels both in Philadelphia 
and Germantown, and who was recorded as a merchant in 1782. In 
1784, he was a private in the Second Company, Sixth Battalion, Col- 
onel Joseph Dean). In April, 1779, he was a private in the First 
Artillery Company, Captain Joseph Watkins. His son, Lieutenant 
James P. Oellers, U. S. Navy, was born in 1782 and died on February 
21, 1849, at the residence of his son-in-law, James C. Wessels. Lieuten- 
ant Oellers' wife, Sarah, was born in 1786 and died on August 30, 
1848, aged 62 years. Their son, James S. Oellers, lived at No. 127 
Catharine Street. 

190 American Daily Advertiser, May 9, 1792. 

191 Ibid, May 11, 1792. 

192 Ibid, May 14, 1792. 

193 American Daily Advertiser, May 14, 1792; also, Pennsylvania Ar- 
chives, Sixth Series, vol. iv, p. 73. Extract from the Executive Min- 
utes of the State of Pennsylvania, (T. M.) vol. i. 

194 Jacob Cox, merchant, was the son of a Quaker merchant, Moses 
Cox (born March 29, 1734, in 1784, spoken of as "a cripple," died 
March 27, 1805), a member of a Swedish family which settled at 
Elkton, Maryland, and Elizabeth Price (died at the corner of Third 
and Union Streets, on Dececmber 10, 1831 aged over 100 years) . Moses 
Cox was in business at No. 173 South Second Street, and lived at 
the corner of Second and Spruce Streets. He also owned property on 
Little Dock Street and near Gray's Ferry, living at the latter place 
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during the yellow fever epidemics in the city. He took the oath of 
allegiance to the State on June 30, 1778. Jacob Cox was born in 
Philadelphia, on May 9, 1761. In 1777, he was a private in Captain 
James Price's (died March 25, 1802) Company, Pennsylvania Militia, 
Colonel John Hannum. On August 10, 1780, he was a private in 
Captain John Barker's Company, Third Philadelphia Regiment, Col- 
onel William Will, (later Colonel Shee) ; in 1784-85, he was a matross 
in the Second Artillery Company, Captain John Connelly; and, in 1788, 
a private in the Second Company, First Philadelphia Battalion, Colonel 
Gurney. On Thursday, March 26, 1789, he was married by Bishop 
White, to Catherine {Kitty) Hiltzheimer (born October 8, 1768; died 
at No. 226 High [Market] Street, August 31, 1842), daughter of Jacob 
Hiltzheimer (born in 1729; took the oath of allegiance to the State, 
August 13, 1777; a member of the Patriotic Association of 1778; 
Quartermaster during the Kevolution; for eleven years a Representa- 
tive of the City in the Assembly; died of yellow fever, September 14, 
1798) and Hannah Walker (born June. 6, 1740; married October 28, 
1761; died March 9, 1790), in the presence of Governor Mifflin and 
other dignitaries. His home and place of business as a dry-goods 
merchant was at the southeast corner of Fourth and High [Market] 
Streets, No. 128 High Street. On May 4, 1788, he was elected Cornet 
of the Second Troop, and on May 11, 1792, was elected First Lieutenant. 
On April 30, 1794, he joined the First Troop, and, in September, 1794, 
he is recorded as Adjutant of that Troop. He was placed on the 
Honorary Roll of the First Troop in 1804; and was also carried on 
the Honorary Roll of the Second Troop. He died in Philadelphia on 
February 21, 1812, in his 51st year. His children were: — Hannah 
Hiltzheimer (born December 24, 1789; died February 25, 1790) ; Jacob 
Hiltzheimer (born December 12, 1791; died March 4, 1793); Eliza 
(born February 9, 1794; married February 27, 1817, to Jeremiah 
Parsons; died July 7, 1877): Jacob B. (born September 17, 1796; 
died December 29, 1800), Margaretta Freeman (born May 6, 1801; 
married October 14, 1819, to Alonzo Waheman; died December 18, 
1889) ; another Jacob Hiltzheimer (born July 23, 1803; died, unmarried, 
November 3, 1834) ; and Catherine (born December 18, 1805; died April 
2, 1806). Jacob Cox's uncle was Paul Cox, whose son, Moses Cox, Jr., 
merchant, was in 1794, a private in the Third Company, First Phila- 
delphia Regiment, Colonel Gurney; and who died on August 7, 1798. 
This Paul Cox, on July 4, 1776, was a private in the Third City Bat- 
talion and served as a delegate to the Lancaster convention. On 
February 13, 1777, he was appointed a member of the State Navy 
Board, on June 23, 1777, took the oath of allegiance to the State, and 
the same year was Lieutentant Colonel of the Second Battalion of 
Philadelphia Militia. In October, 1779, he was a Commissioner for the 
purchase of salt. On April 15, 1780, he was commissioned Colonel of the 
Fourth Battalion, Philadelphia City Militia. Jacob Cox had five sisters, 
as follows: — Susan (Susanna), who married Robert Erwin, Jr., on 
September 29, 1796; Margaretta, who married Major Constant Freeman, 
U. S. Army, on May 22, 1797; Betsy, who was married on June 15, 
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1797, by Bishop White, to Captain Poole; another sister was married 
to a Mr. Lawrence; and the fifth to Mr. Council. — Information ob- 
tained largely from Mrs. E. H. Lee, of Philadelphia. 

195 John Melbeck, son of John (died August 20, 1820) and Maria 
Melbeck {Malbec) and brother of Samuel Melbeck, was born in 1756, 
and was a broker and commission merchant of Philadelphia, located 
in 1793, at No. 13 North Second Street. On May 18, 1779, he "was 
named Junior Warden in the military or travelling warrant granted 
to Montgomery Lodge of Masons, No. 19, in the First Pennsyl- 
vania Regiment of Artillery in the service of the United States." 
He held this office until 1787. In 1784, he was a private in the Sixth 
Company, Fourth City Battalion. With Peter Benson and Abraham 
Singer, he was a member of the Light Infantry Company of Philadel- 
phia County, in 1786, commanded by Captain Eleazar Oswald. On 
September 11, 1786, he was elected Ensign in the Fifth Company, 
Third Philadelphia Battalion of Militia. On April 12, 1787, he was 
married, in Zion Church, to Elizabeth Hess (born in 1769; died Decem- 
ber 21, 1831, in her 63rd year), of Philadelphia, daughter of Joseph 
Hess (died September 11, 1799). In 1787-88, he is recorded as a 
private in Captain Charles Syng's Fifth Company, Third Battalion, 
Colonel John Shee. On October 31, 1789, he endorsed the candidacy 
of General Daniel Brodhead for the office of Surveyor General. On 
December 14, 1789, he dissolved his partnership with G. W. Leek; 
and, in 1790, he was reported as bankrupt, living in Market Street 
North side near the Delaware River. On May 11, 1792, he was elected 
Second Lieutenant of the Second Troop. On September 12, 1794, 
he was elected a member of the First City Troop, and served as 
Corporal in that organization during the Whisky Insurrection. 
He resigned from the First Troop in 1796, but was reinstated on 
April 24, 1802; and was made an Honorary Member on May 24, 
1805. He was also carried on the Honorary Roll of the Second 
Troop. In July, 1798, he became First Lieutenant in Captain 
Joseph B. McKean's Volunteer Troop of Cavalry, and participated 
with this Troop in the suppression of Fries' Rebellion. He was 
involved in the riot in St. Mary's churchyard on February 9, 1799, 
(Scharf and Westcott, vol. i, p. 497); the same year his office 
was at No. 69 South Front Street; and on September 30, 1800, 
he is named as Captain of a military organization known as "The 
Troop of True Blues ,y — the Sixth Troop of Philadelphia City Cav- 
alry — which body he commanded from 1799 to 1802 {American Daily 
Advertiser, September 30, 1800). He died in Philadelphia on Satur- 
day, September 8, 1849, in his 94th year, and was buried from the 
residence of his son-in-law, Clement Ellick, Ridge Road above Coates 
[Fairmount Avenue]. Interment was in St. John's burial ground, Race 
Street above Fifth. His son, John Melbeck, in 1813, was a private 
in the Ninth Company of Philadelphia Militia under Col. Rush. 

we «xhe Provincial Councillors of Pennsylvania." by Charles P. Keith, 
Philadelphia, 1883, p. 98; also, American Daily Advertiser, Decem- 
ber 24, 1828. 
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197 Pennsylvania Packet, April 4, 1787. 

198 "Official History of the Militia of Pennsylvania." By Major Clarke, 
Philadelphia, 1910. Page 143. 

199 American Daily Advertiser, July 3, 1792. 

200 The Center Square, the first Park in America and the central 
one of the five which Penn laid out, was originally known as Market 
Square and later (May 19, 1829) as Penn Square. It remained with- 
out any inclosure for more than one hundred years. It was the first 
market place and place of fairs in Pennsylvania. For many years 
this square, at the south side, was the common hanging ground of the 
city and county — up to the building of the water-works (pumping- 
house and reservoir) in 1799-1800. The Center-house with its pillared 
portico and dome was long a conspicuous object. It was a marble 
building, popularly known as the "Pepper Box," designed by Benjamin 
Henry Latrobe (May 1, 1764-September 3, 1820), with a reservoir 
capable of holding 16,000 gallons of water. It was subsequently used 
as a depository for oil employed in lighting the city. There was at 
one time a Quaker Meeting-house erected in the center of the square 

(in 1682), and in this Meeting-house the first State Assembly met in 
1683. Later a race-course — the first in the city and perhaps in the 
country — was established here, the races continuing up to the time of the 
Eevolution, being discontinued in 1775. During the Revolutionary War 
the Center Square was used for company and regimental drill exer- 
cise. "Here Washington and his tattered Continentals pitched their 
tents ; here General von Steuben, drillmaster of the Army, was a familiar 
figure." In 1783, the French Army, under Count Rochambeau, six 
thousand strong, encamped on the Center Square and the surrounding 
commons; here the "Marseillaise" was sung, while new, for the first 
time in America. General Wayne also encamped here on his return 
from the Western Expedition against the Indians. The Square was 
the parade-ground of the MePherson Blues and Shee's Legion. Dunlap's 
company (the First City Troop), Captain John Morrell's Volunteer 
Green Cavalry (the Third City Troop), the Second City Troop under 
Captains Singer, Francis, and Thomas Cadwalader; and many other 
organizations — "Fencibles, Rangers, Fusileers, Guards, Blues, Grays, 
Greens, artillerists, cadets, horse, infantry, and pikemen" — exercised in 
the neighborhood. After the Revolution the Center Square was the 
place of interest when the Volunteers and Militia paraded. It was 
beautifully laid out with trees and grassplots, a circular road sur- 
rounding it — the original old race-course. Early in 1827 the central 
house was torn down. In 1865, a jubilee was held here in celebration 
of the close of the Civil War — the last use of the Square for any 
public occasion. In 1871, ground was broken here for the erection of 
the great public building which now occupies the entire space. — Scharf 
and Westcott, vol. ii, p. 856; vol. iii, pp. 1842-44. 

201 The fireworks were postponed on account of bad weather. — Ameri- 
can Daily Advertiser, July 6, 1792. 

(To be continued.) 



